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Ask a Director 
by Matthew McManus 

A:  

The laws state that a player may not claim any trick that they did not win, nor any 

trick which they could not possibly win. 

From the scenario you presented, it sounded like West had losing clubs in both hands 

at Trick 13. Therefore the contention that South might not have covered the club from 

dummy does not make sense… South only had one card left. I think perhaps the 

director would need to do a bit more investigation to uncover what actually 

happened. 

Just because the opponents concede some or all of the remaining tricks, it does not 

mean that the other side are entitled to them. If there is no possible way to win a trick, 

the player is ethically obliged not to accept it.  

Q:  
Is that an illegal claim? 

A problem arose at the bridge table about 

which I’d like your advice. 

Contract is 4. 

Defence cannot remember the close of the 

match clearly. However 4 by West is given 

making 10 tricks. This is the first board in a 

round of 4 boards. 

At the close of the round of 4 boards. West 

informed the opposition that in the first 

hand played he had a club in dummy and 

also in his hand at the last trick. South had 

the Ace of clubs. The play of the Ace Clubs 

would have led to only 9 tricks making. 

Contract defeated. 

West claimed that both North and South 

basically condeded the contract and he 

folded up his cards and assumed 10 tricks. 

His argument is that South might not have 

covered the club lead from dummy with the 

Ace. 

In my view West has not only been 

unethical but illegal in taking 10 tricks. 

Could you advise please.  
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