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Southern Highlands Bridge Club 
24th Annual Congress
7 – 8 NOVEMBER 2015 (SAT – SUN)

The schedule:
7 November (Sat)
Open & Restricted 
Swiss Pairs

8 November (Sun)
Swiss Teams 
Championship

Congratulations to the winners by Craig Curry

Each year our congress entries flood in early and the waiting lists continue to grow.  We have many loyal 
supporters who return year after year to enjoy the southern highlands hospitality, great atmosphere 
and good bridge. One hundred and sixty enthusiastic bridge players participated in the Swiss Pairs 
competition on Saturday and 156 in the teams on Sunday. 

There were 44 pairs in the Open Pairs section where the standard of play was as strong as any state event.  Players 
from Sydney and Canberra clubs generally wrestle for the ‘medals’, but our club also has some fine players who 
did us proud. Congratulations to this year’s winners Ken Colbert and Alex Hewat. In equal second place were Ann 
Pettigrew and Adrienne Stephens and Andrew Struik and Brian Thorpe.  The best local pair was Robin Ewing and 
Martyn Mordy who finished in 10th place – well done!

Restricted Pairs winners – Margaret 
Duncan and Elizabeth Loneragan.

The Winning Team – Emlyn 
Williams, Lisa Ma, Vicki Lisle, Ian 
Lisle with Alison.

Open Pairs Winners – Ken Clobert 
and Alex Hewat with convenor 
Alison Minchin.

This year we also ran a very successful Restricted Pairs section for players with less than 200 MPs. Thirty-six 
pairs participated, and this is where Southern Highlands (SHBC) club members really shone! Congratulations to 
Elizabeth Loneragan and local player Margaret Duncan who were the very happy winners of this section. Coming 
second were SHBC club members Anthony Ractliffe and Christine Jack, and in third place were Julie Clarke and 
Beverley Golovsky.  A special mention should also go to two of our popular SHBC ‘personalities’, Adi Shroff and 
Richard Evans who finished in 4th place, much to their surprise and delight!

With a last minute cancellation on Sunday morning, our super efficient Director John McIrath successfully 
managed 39 tables in the Swiss Teams event. Congratulations to the Lisle team who were this year’s worthy winners 
– Ian and Vicki teamed up with Emlyn Williams and Lisa Ma. In second place was the Struik team (Andrew 

3rd in the Restricted Pairs – Julie 
Clarke and Beverley Golovsky.

Runners Up in the Swiss Teams – 
Andrew Struik, Brian Thorpe, Jenny 
Michael and Nikki Riszko.

Equal 2nd in the Open Pairs – Ann 
Pettigrew - Adrienne Stephens and 
Brian Thorpe - Andrew Struik.

S O U T H E R N 
H I G H L A N D S
B R I D G E  C L U B
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Struik, Brian Thorpe, Jenny Michael, Nikki Riszko), with the Bugeia team (Noel Bugeia, George Stockholm, Ken 
Colbert, Alex Hewat) and Chylewski Jnr team (Witold Chylewski, Johnno Newman, Richard Douglas, David 
Vaughan) taking out equal third place. Proudly waving the SHBC banner were the Brown team (Vivian Brown, 
Mike Bembrick, Diane Cadwallader, and visitor Libby Hartley) who finished in equal seventh place and were the 
best placed Restricted Team.
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Judith and David with their 
delicious lunch!

Alison lunching with the girls (Gwen 
Wilcox and Christina Crowe).

Regional Teams Winners – 
representing Goulburn Bridge 
Club- Chris Bayliss, Kate Chown, 
Annemarie Athea and Noel Athea.

Like all bridge events there are always some interesting stories to tell – whether it be the number of times the 
director is called to the same table, the seniors battling it out with the fresh-faced ‘young guns’, or even getting the 
room temperature at a level that pleases everyone! Here’s a little tale from Chris Bayliss, one our leading SHBC 
players who may have been a little uncomfortable at the time, but I’m sure his good humour and professionalism 
won through in the end!  It happened on the very first board being played by Chris and partner Kate Chown 
against Niek Van Vucht and Peter Kahler in the Open pairs on Saturday morning. 

Warming up from the very first hand by Chris Bayliss

As south, I opened 1♦ and Kate responded 1♠. I must have been still in dreamland, as for some 
unknown reason, I raised to 2♠. I think maybe I thought Kate was going to bid 1♥ when I knew I 
would be able to raise her suit?!  By the time I realised what I had done, Kate had passed and it was 
too late to call the director and claim ‘unintended bid’. So I sat and suffered in silence. Luckily, our 

opponents decided to intervene and got themselves to 3♣, and I mentally heaved a sigh of relief. Unfortunately, 
Kate followed our agreement that we have to compete to the three level, and bid 3♠. When it came back to me, I 
thought long and hard and decided that 3NT could not be worse than 3♠. So that is what I bid. Now it was Kate’s 
turn for a long think. She eventually decided that I must have a very flat hand and could make as many tricks in 
no trumps as spades and passed. So, 3NT it was.

Given our supposed 4-4 spade fit, west decided to lead the club ace and with the aid of a finesse or two I scrambled 
to nine tricks for a thoroughly undeserved gain of seven Imps. I apologised to our opponents. Naturally, Peter and 
Niek were disappointed to be ‘fixed’ like that but they took it in good part. Here is the hand.

Board 3 in Round 1
Dealer S | Vul E-W

Like every good tale, there is a sequel. In the very last match of the teams on Sunday we ran up against Peter and 
Niek again. In the nicest possible fashion, they took us to the cleaners. What is that saying? ‘Revenge is a dish best 
served cold.’
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A thank you from the co-convenors by Allison Minchin and Craig Curry

While memorable hands always make for an enjoyable event, some also judge a great congress on 
the quality of the food that is served! There were certainly no complaints about the delicious 
meals provided by the Highlands Golf Club on both days.  On Sunday for example, players 
could select from Salmon Roulade, Moussaka or Vegetarian Lasagne – and all three dishes were 

given top marks! 

As Co-Convenors we would very much like to thank firstly, John McIrath, who directed with great energy and 
aplomb as always, and ensured our congress ran as efficiently as possible. Our thanks also go to our untiring 
caddies, Margaret Marsh and Joan Young and to the members of the SHBC committee who worked behind the 
scenes to ensure everything was in place for the big event. And finally, thanks to the players from near and far for 
bringing both your competitive spirit and your good humour – always a winning formula for a successful and 
memorable congress.

We look forward to catching up with everyone again at our 25th Annual Congress on 5-6 November 2016.

Our venue: Highlands Golf Club, 
Mittagong.

Quality food are provided by the 
Highlands Golf Club.

Players gave top marks to the 
delicious meals.

http://www.nswba.com.au

